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1. MFA CALLED EMBASSY MAY 10 TO SEEK CLARIEICATION OE DIEFERENCES 
BETWEEN ENGLISH-LANGUGE DRAFT OF US-USSR SPACE AGREEMENT TEXT 
PROVIDED MFA MAY 6 (REF A) AND RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE TEXT PROVIDED 
BY DEPARTMENT TO SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR BESSMERTNYKH 

MAY 6 (REF B). MFA REP YU. S. KAPRALOV USED RUSSIAN-LANGUAGER 
TEXT WHICH MFA RECEIVED FROM SOVIET EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 

2. MFA FOUND RUSSIAN AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE VERSIONS OF THE 
DRAFT US-USSR SPACE AGREEMENT TEXT DID NOT CONFORM IN SEVERAL 
PLACES. 

3. FIRST, PARAS 9 AND 10 OF THE DRAFTS EXHIBITED CONSIDERABLE 
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DIFEERENCES: (A) THE ORDER OF THE PARAGRAPHS IS REVERSED IN THE 
RUSSIAN TEXT; (B) IN THE MEA RUSSIAN VERSION, A GENERAL 
REEERNCE TO THE SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF DISCUSSION ON SPACE 
COOERATION BETWEEN THE US NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION AND THE ACADEMY OE SCIENCES OF THE USSR 
OF JANUARY 21, 1971 AND TO THE US-USSR SPACE AGREEMENT OE 
MAY 24, 1972 IS INSERTED INSTEAD OF THE SPECIFIC NOTING OF 
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THE LATTER AGREEMENT AS CONTAINED IN THE ENGLISH VERSION 
(PARA 9, REE C): IN THE RUSSIAN TEXT, PARA 9 OF REF C READS AS 
FOLLOWS IN INFORMAL TRANSLATION: "ENCOURAGED BY THE PROGRESS 
MADE IN THE COURSE OF MUTALLY AGREED ACTIVITIES PURSUED UNDER 
THE AGREEMENTS ON COOPERATION IN OUTER SPACE OF JANUARY 1971 
AND MAY 1972, AND IN ORDER TO DEVELOP FURTHER THE PRINCIPLES OF 
MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES;". 
MFA QUESTIONS THE NEED TO NOTE THE 1971 SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
HERE AS IT IS REPORTED LATER IN THE PROPOSED DRAFT (PARA 12, 

REF C); AND (C) AS CAN BE SEEN IN FOREGOING INFORMAL TRANSLATION, 
THE LAST PHRASE, BEGINNING "...AND IN ORDER" AND ENDING 
"...BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES;" OF PARA 10 (REF C) OF THE 
ENGLISH DRAFT, APPEARS IN THE RUSSIAN DRAFT AFTER THE LAST 
PHRASE OF PARA 9 (REF C) OF THE ENGLISH DRAFT, I.E., AFTER 
"...SIGNED MAY 24, 1972;". MFA WISHES TO KNOW WHICH DRKAFT 
HAS VALIDITY. 

4. SECOND, KAPRALOV ASKED IF THE U.S. CONSIDERS THE MENTION 
OF SATELLITE SEARCH AND RESCUE SYSTEMS CONTAINED IN PARA 12 
REF C TO BE AN APPROPRIATE REFERENCE TO THE "PROTOCOL ON 
COOPERATION ON AN EXPERIMENTAL SATELLITE SYSTEM FOR SEARCH 
AND RESCUE OF VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT IN DISTRESS AND INTIALED 
MARCH 18, 1977 BY FRUTKIN OF NASA AND ATSEROV, OF THE USSR 
MINISTRY OF MERCHANT MARINE." SINCE THIS PROTOCOL HAS NOT BEEN 
FORMALLY APPROVED. 

5. FINALLY, KAPRALOV NOTED THE ABSENCE FROM BOTH U.S. DRAFTS 
OF THE NORMAL CONFIRMATORY EXPRESSION, I.E., "DONE AT GENEVA 
THIS 20TH DAY OF MAY,..." 
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6.SCIOFF RAISED QUESTION OF SOVIET POSITION ON EXTENSION 
FORMAT, NOTING THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT PROVIDED DRAFT OF 
PROPOSED LETTER AND THAT LITTLE TIME REMAINS BEFORE THE 
GENEVA MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY VANCE AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO. KAPRALOV ADVISED IN RESPONSE THAT MFA WAS RESERVING 
ITS OPINION ON THIS QUESTION UNTIL IT RECEIVED THE FINISHED 
U.S. DRAFT AGREEMENT TEXT. HE STRESSED THAT MFA TOO IS 
COMMITTED TO THE AGREEMENT'S EXTENSION IN GENEVA AT THE 
SECRETARY/FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL. COMMENT: THOUGH MFA HAS 
KEPT ITS OPTIONS OPEN ON QUESTION OF FORMAT, SCIOFF HAS HAD 
VERY STRONG IMPRESSION FROM THIS AND ALSO MAY 6 MEETING WITH 
KAPRALOV THAT SOVIETS WILL IN FACT OPT FOR RENEWAL THROUGH 
SIGNING OF FULL AGREEMENT, PARTICULARLY SINCE KAPRALOV HAS 
IMPLIED THAT NO SOVIET DRAFT FOR LETTER EXCHANGE HAS BEEN 
PREPARED. END COMMENT. 

7. REQUEST GUIDANCE ON QUESTIONS RAISED BY KAPRALOV. 
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